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Sarasota Students Celebrate 
Diversity  

in Perpignan 
By Harry Dunn, SSCA City Director, Perpignan 

S ince our June edition of Bridges To The 
World, the long awaited trip to Perpignan’s  
Youth Festival by eight high school students 
from Sarasota has come and gone.  We were 
fortunate to have Barbara and Jim Shirley as 
chaperones (and sometime participants), and 
an outstanding group of students to represent 
Sarasota Sister Cities Association.   
 The very impressive and talented 
group of students and the schools repre-
sented were: Shanley Casswell, Riverview; 
Nina Danese, Pineview; Calliope Desen-
berg, Pine View; Christian Keller, Pine 
View; Mary Kelly, Pineview; Alex Shames, 
Out of Door Academy; Christy Skaulis, Car-
dinal Mooney; and Amber Suleskey, River-

view. 
 Youths attended from Perpignan’s 
Sister Cities, which include: Hanover, Ger-
many; Lleida Spain; Lancaster, England; 
Maalot-Tarshiha, Israel; Tavira, Portugal; 
and, of course, Sarasota, as well as Perpig-
nan.  Perpignan’s Sister City of Tyre, Leba-
non was unable to attend.   
 The Sarasota students had the oppor-
tunity to meet and exchange views with stu-
dents from seven other countries.  They com-
ment that they now have made friends with  

(Please see “Perpignan,” continued on page 4) 
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  The luncheon will highlight the trip to 
Perpignan, France's Catalan Youth Festival during 
July of 2008 by eight students from 
four Sarasota high schools. The 
students will discuss the trip and 
show some of the photos they 
took during the festival.  
  Come learn more about our current pro-
ject, an exciting student exchange between Perpig-
nan’s Picasso High School and Sarasota's River-
view High School that begins November of 2009. 
  If you’d like to attend, the cost to mem-
bers is $20, non-members $23, and all at the door 
is $25. Please make your reservations by Novem-

ber 17th, by contacting Alexandra DeStafanis, 
(941) 366-5131, events@sarasotasistercities.org, 
or by mailing your check, endorsed to Sarasota 
Sister Cities Association, to:  Sharon Chiodi, 6247 
Sturbridge Court, Sarasota, FL 34238. 
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W elcome to the beginning of a wonderful new 
season!  The Sister Cities board of directors has been 
working diligently over the summer preparing for this 
year’s luncheons, special events, and delegations.   
  We began our season by having our Septem-
ber board meeting at the Sarasota Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. “Thank you,” to Stephanie Gross-
kreutz for hosting us and providing us with great tools 
and useful information. Following this was a photog-
raphy exhibit at the Federal Building by Tel Mond 
photographer, Ilan Hirschowitz. 
  Those of you who missed our October lunch-
eon missed the wonderful slideshow presented by 
Vice Mayor Ken Shelin of his trip to Tel Mond last 
spring.  He and Mayor Lou Ann Palmer did a wonder-
ful job representing Sarasota to our Israeli friends.   
  We were also fortunate to have Ayelet and 
Tzvika Shahak come from Tel Mond to speak about 
their daughter  who was killed by a suicide bomber in 
Tel Aviv in 1996.  Thank you to Jeremy Lisitza and 
the Jewish Housing Council for helping us with the 

(Please Turn to “President’s Message,” continued on page 6) 

SSCA board members outside the Sarasota Convention 
and Visitors Bureau in September. Back row:  Harry Dunn, 

City Director, Perpignan; Ian Krouse, Community Youth 
Development board member; Dr. Carolyn Bloomer, City 

Director, Siming District, Xiamen; William Mallett, Member-
ship Director; Mirco Chiodi, City Director, Treviso.  Front 
row:  William Wallace, Past President; Carla Rayman, 

President; Gloria Grenier, City Director, Hamilton; Betty 
Greenspan, Vice City Director, Tel Mond; Gundula Cole-

man, Secretary and City Director, Vladimir 
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By Bill Wallace 

I n the last issue of “Bridges” you read about the 
Florida Studio Theatre’s 2008 Young Playwrights 
Competition and the winners from three of our 
Sister Cities – Dunfermline, Scotland; Tel Mond, 
Israel, and Vladimir, Russia. 

  On September 2, 2008, on TV station 
WEDU’s “Kids In the Arts” program, one winner 
from each of those cities was interviewed and 
spoke extensively about the meaning of, and what 
prompted them to write, their particular play. 

  Interviewed from Vladimir was Polina 
Timofeeva, who attends the Humanitarian Lin-
guistic Gymnasium #23, who wrote “Friends.”   
Her play revolves around a lonely teddy bear who 
feels abandoned by his owner, who has grown too 
old to play with toys.  Through the encouragement 
of a toy mouse, the bear learns that he will never 
be forgotten and “friends never say goodbye.”  
Sad can become happy when the right “friend” 
picks you up!  Polina’s teacher is Tatiana Alek-
seevna. 

  From Tel Mond, Tohar Strul, a second-
time winner, attends the Rabin Middle School. 

Tearfully, she explained her play “Red Color” and 
the terror a young Israeli girl feels each time she 
hears the Red Color alarm sound, which means 
rockets from Gaza could come streaming down on 
her village within seconds.  In those few precious 
seconds, she must reach shelter or perhaps her life 
would end. Tohar’s play brought a reality none of 
the other attendees had ever experienced. Tohar’s 
teacher, who has mentored previous FST winners, 
is Tami Philosoph. 

  In discussing his play, “It’s a Kind of 
Magic,” Callum Fairbairn, from St. Columba High 
School in Dunfermline, explained he just wanted 
to write a comedy. So he created a clumsy magi-
cian who loses his touch until “Merlin” arrives to 
save the day.  Well, “Merlin” turns out to be the 
magician’s pet dog!  The two offer a comical rou-
tine that returns to the magician his “magic touch” 
and earns him his dream gig – a performance be-
fore the queen!  This charming farce reminds us to 
always help a friend - human or otherwise - when 
in need.  Callum’s teacher is Miriam Foy, who, 
along with Dunfermline teacher, Gabriel McNeil, 
has each guided three previous FST award-
winning students. 

  Although not featured in the WEDU pro-
gram, SSCA readers should know of the educators 
and parents who took the time from their schools 
and jobs to accompany all of our FST award win-
ners this year.  They are: 
From Vladimir: Marina Trubitsyna, Teacher 
From Tel Mond: Anat Strul, Parent;  Max Levy, 
Parent   

�������������	��	���
���
�������Educa-
tional Director;  Gabriel McNeil, Teacher  

  The Sarasota Sister Cities Association tips 
its hat to the 10 award winners and the 20 receiv-
ing honorable mention, as well as their parents 
and teachers who guided them in the 2008 compe-
tition.  Among 9,200 plays submitted this year, it 
is indeed an honor to be among these 30 students.  
It is our hope we will see them again in Sarasota 
in a future FST competition.  �  

    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
Welcome to New MemberWelcome to New MemberWelcome to New MemberWelcome to New Member    

Fred Bloom 
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whom they believe they will have a lifelong 
relationship. 
  The festival had as its theme peace 
and the celebration of diverse cultures.  A 
festival goal was to hold an international 
youth gathering that would provide young 
people with the opportunity to share experi-
ences and promote dialogue among the 
youths of the participating cities.  Objectives 
were to encourage dialogue and initiative 
through workshops and assigning responsibil-
ity; to support the discovery of cultures repre-
sented by the various cities; and to present 
an opportunity to learn about the Catalan cul-
ture of Perpignan through trips to local sites, 
such as the towns of Collioure and Canet 
Plage. 
 Each of the participating cities was 
responsible for creating and performing a 
unique “show” for the other cities and for the 

Perpignan public.  Our Sarasota group was 
comprised of experienced performers who, 
according to Dominique Vilain, Director of 
Perpignan’s Sister City organization, gave an 
outstanding presentation. 
 Reports from Sarasota participants 
and their parents, as well as from people in 
Perpignan, have been very positive.  Domi-
nique Vilain, was highly complimentary of the 
performances given by the Sarasota group 
and of their conduct.  Those of us on the Per-
pignan Committee owe a debt of gratitude to 
our group and to the City of Perpignan for 
sponsoring and producing such a wonderful 
event.   
 Ms. Vilain and Pierre Jiminez, Director 
of Perpignan’s Department of Youths, spon-
sored, organized, and managed the festival.  
Dominique worked closely with us for more 
than a year.  Her support was critical to our 
participation. 
 The students and chaperones were 
responsible for their own transportation costs 
while the City of Perpignan paid expenses 
such as room, board, etc., during the festival. 
 The Sarasota group flew to Barcelona, 
Spain( a little over 100 miles from Perpignan), 
where Dominique and a bus provided by the 
City of Perpignan met them.  The city also 
provided return transportation to Barcelona.  
The bus was a great convenience and saved 
money for our participants. �
 Jerry Shames, the father of Alex 
Shames, has a daily radio show on WTMY 
1280 AM.  During the festival, Jerry provided 
Sarasota listeners with daily reports from the 
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(Please turn to “Perpignan” continued on page 7) 
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Photo at right, Sarasota Students Pose with New Friends from 

Around the World. Sarasota students pictured:  At left, Calliope 

Desenberg, center front, Chris Keller, at right, Alex Shames. Photo 

provided by Chris Keller.  
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Parents of Slain Teen Spread 
Her Words of Peace 

By Linda Rosenbluth 

B at Chen, a teenager from our Sister City Tel 
Mond, was killed by a suicide bomber in Tel Aviv’s 
Dizengoff Center in March,1996. It was Purim and 
it was her 15th birthday.  Linda Rosenbulth, for-
mer SSCA City Director, Tel Mond, was visiting 
Israel at the time.  
   Bat Chen left behind a diary, original po-
ems, and drawings about peace.  Bat Chen’s par-
ents, Ayelet and Tzivka Shahak, arranged for pub-
lication of her works. They now travel the world as 
part of the organization they founded, Parents Cir-
cle-Bereaved Families Forums, pursuing a mission 
of advocating reconciliation and peace in the mid-
dle east.   

 The Bat Chen Diaries have been pub-
lished in Hebrew, Arabic, Japanese, German and 
Dutch. Now, in honor of Israel‘s 60th anniversary, 
they have been translated into English and their 
message is traveling to various communities 
around the United States, including Sarasota, with 
the Shahaks.    
 During their visit, the SSCA Tel Mond 
committee recently arranged for the Shahaks to   
join Linda Rosenbluth and Jeremy Lisitza, Director 
of Resource Development of the Jewish Housing 
Foundation, for a radio interview with local radio 
personality, Cliff Roles, on WSRQ radio.  
  Also while in Sarasota, the Shahaks par-
ticipated in a book-signing luncheon, sponsored by 
Sarasota Sister Cities Association and the Jewish 
Housing Council Foundation, that was open to the 
entire community. They also gave a presentation 
to 150 students at Riverview High School, which 
was arranged by Bridgett Coughlin, secondary 
educational coordinator for SSCA and SSCA 
member, Rona Kantor.  Their theme of peace 
spoke to all generations.   
 When asked about why he and his wife 
chose to promote his daughter’s writings after her 
tragic death, Tzvika said he had to make a choice. 
He could have gone out and taken another life in 
retaliation for his heartbreak but, instead, believed 
the best revenge would be to try to stop the vio-
lence and work for peace through the special leg-
acy of understanding and compassion that Bet 
Chen sought in her diary.  
 During their visit to Sarasota, the SSCA 

(Please see “The Bat Chen Diaries,” continued on page 11) 

Pictured at the  The Bat Chen Diaries  book signing, from 

left, SSCA member Betty Schoenbaum; Tzivak Shahak; 

Linda Rosenbluth; SSCA City Director, Tel Mond, Betty 

Greenspan; Mirco Chiodi; Jeremy Lisitza, and Ayelet 

Shahak. Photo by Richard Greenspan 
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book signing and luncheon, featuring  “The Bat-
Chen Diaries.”   
  October also was the kick-off for a great 
Sister Cities campaign.  Thanks to the effervescent 
Cliff Roles, Sister Cities had a three page article in 
the October/November issue of Scene Magazine.  
If you haven’t picked up the magazine yet, I rec-
ommend it highly.  Cliff did a fantastic job of por-
traying our organization and our Sister Cities.  
Cliff, who hosts his own radio show “Talk of the 
Suncoast” on 1220 AM SRQ Mondays through 
Fridays 3-4 p.m. is featuring one of our Sister Cit-
ies every few weeks on his show now and through 
the end of the year.  Each city director will be on 
his show with one or more guests to discuss their 
city and upcoming events.  We are so thrilled to 

have Cliff’s support and hope his enthusiasm will 
spread throughout the community! 
 David Ewles and his lovely wife were in 
town over the summer from Dunfermline.  Gerry 
McMullan and his wife, also from Dunfermline, 
are in town for a few weeks this month.  Gerry 
will be on Cliff Roles’ show while he is visiting.  
 Our next luncheon on November 19th will 
feature Perpignan and the students who partici-
pated in a youth festival there over the summer.  
We hope you’ll join us at the University Club, our 
new luncheon venue, for this event.  
  Sister Cities is built on friendships and 
relationships. Many thanks to Florida Studio 

Theatre, Mote Marine, The John and Mabel 

Ringling Museum of Art, the Asolo Theater, 

Marie Selby Gardens, Jungle Gardens, the City 

(“President’s Message,” continued from page 2) 

(Please see “President’s Message,” continued on page 10) 

Siming (Xiamen) Relationship 
Gets Big Boost! 
By Dr. Carolyn Bloomer 

 

  The Sister City relationship between 
Sarasota and the Siming District of Xiamen 
has received a huge boost with the travel to 
Xiamen of Special Envoy Irene Leung during 
the month of October.  Ms. Leung will spend 
five days in Xiamen, during which time she 
will explore business and commercial 
potential between Xiamen and Sara-
sota. in addition to discussing ex-
change possibilities in a variety of edu-
cational, artistic, sports, and botanical 
domains. 

  In addition, we have accepted two ap-
plicants from Xiamen artists to attend an Arts 
Center Sarasota workshop February 6-20.  In 
addition to attending the workshop, the artists 
will give presentations of their works and their 
impressions of Sarasota at the February 
SSCA luncheon.  They will also give presen-
tations and exhibitions at Ringling College of 
Art and Design and other locations, as well 
as visit the John and Mabel Ringling Museum  
of Art and various local galleries.  

 We will need to organize home-
hosting and arrange transportation for these 

two artists during their stay in Sarasota – so 
please let us know if you can help to host 
these two lovely visitors.  

  

 Cliff Roles Radio Show Series 

 From October to December, the Cliff 
Roles Radio Show will profile Sarasota Sister 
Cities Association and its seven "twinned" 
cities.  In late November, Dr. Carolyn 
Bloomer, SSCA City Director, Siming 

(Xiamen), and Ms. Irene Leung, Spe-
cial Envoy to Xiamen, will discuss the 
progress of this sister city relationship, 
cultural & business exchange between 
Sarasota and Xiamen, and the China 
Business Seminar planned for mid-

January.  Watch your e-mail for announce-
ment of date and time. 

 China Business Seminar: Mid-January 
2009 

 In mid-January 2009, the Siming Busi-
ness Subcommittee, with sponsor partner 
Sarasota Chamber of Commerce and the In-
ternational Development Council, will host a 
China Business Seminar.  This exciting event 
will focus on ways in which small businesses 
in Sarasota may leverage the Sister Cities 

(Please see“Siming (Xiamen),” continued on page 7) 



��

students. The City of Perpignan provided 
daily video reports via the Internet, which can 
still be found on its web site. 
  The “Perpignan Luncheon” is sched-
uled for November 19, 2008, at the University 
Club.  We will have several of the participants 
at the luncheon, as well as photos taken by 
students. 
 Our Perpignan committee is currently 
working on a student exchange between Per-
pignan’s Pablo Picasso Lycee (high school) 
and Riverview High School.  The Perpignan 
students are expected to come to Sarasota in 
November of 2009, with a return visit by 
Sarasota students five or six months later in 
the spring of 2010.  There will be a joint pro-
ject, the focus of which will be the environ-
ment, alternative sources of energy, and sus-
tainability.   

 One of our responsibilities will be to 
arrange home stays for the approximately 28 
students from Perpignan.  This will be a major 
undertaking and we welcome help from all 
Sarasota Sister Cities members.  

 Stay tuned for more news. 
  Happy and Harry Dunn will be hosting 
friends, Pierre and Mireille Branle, from Per-
pignan during the first week in November.  
Pierre and Mireille have visited Sarasota sev-
eral times in connection with official Sarasota 
Sister Cities events.  Pierre is a member of 
the board of directors of Perpignan’s Sister 
City (Villes Jumelees) organization and he 
has made very substantial contributions to re-
energizing the Perpignan-Sarasota relation-
ship.  � 

(“Perpignan,“ continued from page 4) 

relationship with Xiamen to advantage in 
these economic times.  The program will in-
clude informative presentations from interna-
tional business development organizations 
and local entrepreneurs successfully dealing 
with China.  SSCA’s Special Envoy, Ms. 
Irene Leung, will give a summary report on 
her October trip to Xiamen.  Please mark 
your calendar and tune in for further informa-
tion about this informative event! 

 Call for Volunteers 

The Siming Committee needs volunteers to 
help with various aspects of planning the 
Chinese Business Seminar and other events.  
Please email Carolyn Bloomer at 
cbloomer@ringling.edu or Siming Business 
Subcommittee Chair, Libin Huang at 
libinh@linkingbt.com for more information. 
 We look forward to your active partici-
pation in this event!  * 

(“Siming (Xiamen)”, continued from page 6) 

Fall 2008:  SATURDAY DOUBLE 
FEATURE CHINESE FILM  

SERIES 
Ringling College of Art and Design: Gold-

stein 5 
Admission is free. 

��

�November 15 
Two modern classics with comparable plots 
but diametrically opposed ideological mes-

sages. 
��
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By Kim Sheintal 

 

 The 2008 Sister Cities Photography Con-

test, with the theme "People and Places of Sara-

sota" is underway. This is part of an international 

photo exhibit that will take place in November, 

2009, at the Selby Gallery at Ringling College of 

Art and Design, featuring photographs from Sara-

sota and her Sister Cities. Selected entries will 

appear on the SSCA website and actually travel 

to each of our seven Sister Cities.   

 Photographers may enter up to 3 photo-

graphs taken in Sarasota County in 2007 or later. 

 The deadline is March 1, 2009, so you 

have plenty of time to get some great shots! A 

panel of distinguished judges in Sarasota will 

select up to 25 photos from the Sarasota submis-

sions based on content, quality and artistry of 

image.  

 The goal is for each of our seven Sister 

Cities to sponsor a "People and Places" Photo 

Contest and submit 25 selected photos from their 

city to photocontest@sarasotasistercities.org by 

April 1, 2009.  

 "Capture the Spirit" and "Evoke the Es-

sence" awards will be selected from Sarasota and 

each Sister City by the Sarasota judges. In addi-

tion, there will be one "Best of Show" awarded 

by the Sarasota judges. For more information, as 

well as an official entry form, go to our website 

and click on SSCA Photo Contest on the right 

(under WHAT'S NEW): sarasotasistercities.org. 

Greg Carlson is the overall photo contest coordi-

nator and Kim Sheintal is the Sarasota photo con-

test chair. For more information, call Kim at 

(941) 921-1433.  � 
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By Joe Loccisano, SSCA Vice-City Director, Treviso 

 
  Manatee Community College (MCC) 
and Sarasota Sister Cities Association 
(SSCA) celebrated the opening of the sixth 
annual international digital art exchange 
on Thursday, June 5, in the Radiogra-
phy Lab and Dental Hygiene Clinic at 
MCC Bradenton campus.  
 The opening of the permanent 
display of graphics by students from 
Liceo Artistico Statale di Treviso, Italy, 
is the result of an Internet and digital ex-
change of artwork by MCC and Italian stu-
dents, accomplished with technical help and 
expertise of art directors and faculty at both 
schools. MCC Assistant Professor Drew 
Webster, who is co-manager of the Studio Art 
Program, and Professor Giovanni Lenti coor-
dinated the exchange. Art Gallery Manager 
and SSCA member, Joe Loccisano , de-
signed the art installation and prepared the 
artwork using museum conservation stan-
dards. The artwork is part of both schools’ 
permanent collections.  
  The event was very festive and in-
cluded presentations by Professor Webster, 
instructor, Joe Loccisano, and President 
Pappas. Members of SSCA, as well as the 
community, attended the reception. 
  As a result of the exchange, the Radi-

ography Lab and Dental Hygiene Clinic now 
have a permanent art display that they can be 
proud of. 
  The original exchange idea was con-
ceived by SSCA member Roberta Somach;  
MCC Dean of Instruction, Darlene Wedler-
Johnson; and MCC Art Gallery Manger, Joe 
Loccisano, who served as consultant and co-

ordinator of the exchange. Prior digital 
art exchanges sponsored by MCC and 
SSCA were conducted with schools in 
Israel, Canada, France, Russia and 
Scotland. MCC administrators to be 
recognized for their efforts include Dr. 
Sarah H. Pappas; Dr. John F. Rosen; 
Darlene Wedler-Johnson; Dr. Charles 

Turon and Dr. Bonnie Hesselberg. MCC 
wishes to thank Mirco Chiodi, SSCA City Di-
rector for Treviso, Italy; Carla Rayman , 
SSCA President, and the SSCA board for its 
continued support.  
  MCC and SSCA art exchanges may 
be viewed on Web site: 
http://www.mccfl.edu/Admin/Gallery/FiArtGal 

 Student Artwork Guidelines    
 Subject :  Open theme.  The subject was left 
open so that the artwork reflects the interests 
and specialties of the student and what they 
are producing in school. Dimensions: images 
are not to exceed 13” x 19” (paper dimen-
sions) when printed.  
Media:  Open to all graphic arts media, in-
cluding fine art and computer generated art.  
For example:  Photography, painting, water-
color, ink, etching, digital art, etc.  �  

Above,  artists Barbara Schicitano and 
Joe Loccisano 

From left, Darlene Wedler-Johnsen, Manatee Community 
College dean of Fine & Performing Arts, Dr. Sarah H. 
Pappas, former president of MCC, Joe Loccisano, Dr. 

Charles Turon, former chairman, Fine & Performing Arts. 
Photo by Mirco Chiodi.  


