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BRIDGES TO THE WORLD 

Newsletter of the Sarasota Sister Cities Association 

October , 2006 

Siming District, Xiamen, 
China 

Sarasota’s  Newest Sister 
City 

By  Tom Halbert 

 Siming, a district of the metropolis of 
Xiamen, China has been selected as Sara-
sota’s seventh sister city.  The selection was 
approved unanimously by the Sarasota City 
Commission on September 18, 2006.   
 Xiamen, with a population of 1.3 mil-
lion, is a large metropolis on the southeast-
ern coast of Fujian Province, across the 
straits from Taiwan.  Like New York City, it is 
divided into separate administrative districts; 
in NYC these are known as boroughs; in Xia-
men they are called districts. With a popula-
tion of 730,000, Siming District (like Manhat-
tan Island in NYC) comprises the residential, 
cultural, and educational heart of Xiamen 
Municipality  

Siming is located directly east or west 
of Sarasota depending on which way you 
travel.  Technically, if you dug a hole in your 
back yard through the Earth, you would 
come out in Siming, as Dr. Carolyn Bloomer, 
Vice President for Education and Culture, 
and chair of the China exploratory committee 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Wednesday, October 18, 2006 

Sarasota Yacht Club, 1100 John Ringling 
Parkway 

11:30 a.m.—1:15 p.m 
 
 
 

Featuring  Siming District, Xiamen, 
China, our newest sister city. 

Dr. Carolyn Bloomer,  Introduction to 
Siming  

Dr. Edward Lin – Technology Exchanges 
with Siming 

Mr. John Freeman – 2006 Xiamen Trade 
Fair Impacts 

 If you wish to attend, please reserve 
your seat and luncheon early by sending 

your check, endorsed to Sarasota Sister Cit-
ies Association, to  Ms. Gayle Maxey, 125 
Inlets Blvd., Nokomis, FL, 34275 to arrive 
by October 15.  Luncheon price is $20 for 

members and guests in advance and  $25 for 
members, and guests  for reservations re-
ceived after October 15th  and at the door. 
For additional information , contact Ms. 
Maxey,  at (941) 485-8596 or by e-mail: 

gmaxey@earthlink.net.    

 

likes to point out. 
The Xiamen area is an excellent 

match for Sarasota in terms of geography, 
climate, environmental cleanliness, and high 
standard of living.  Like Sarasota, it is a cen-
ter for visual and performing arts, botanical 
and marine research, tourism, and educa-
tion.  Because it is one of five Special Eco-
nomic Zones (SEZ) in China, its technology, 
business, and investment centers are highly 
developed.  It has an ultramodern interna-
tional airport and one of the largest golf 

Please turn to “Siming,” on page  11.  
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 The day was cloudy and grey as I drove on the QEW 
toward Hamilton for the first time. I had recently been ap-
pointed vice-director of our neighboring sister city and was 
eager to explore the city and its attractions.  My main focus 
was on the Marine Discovery Centre, located on Hamilton Har-
bour. Complimentary passes were provided by Dr. Alice Wil-
lems for my traveling companion, Terry Neuss, also a SSCA 
member, and me. We were warmly greeted by Canadian Parks 
Rangers and were skillfully guided through the Centre by Brian 
Reich, a Parks Ranger whose specialty is marine biology. After 
a 2-hour tour, we viewed a spectacular film in their comfort-
able, high-definition theater. 

 The Centre will soon be renamed the “Canada Dis-
covery Centre” since the audio-visual and tactile exhibits com-
prise much more than marine life. There are engaging displays 
and demonstrations throughout relating to land, air, and water. 
Outdoor features include a prairie garden and a relaxing har-
bor walk. 

 This is truly an educational center for all ages. A few 
examples of the displays are: A walk-in igloo, a soaring eagle, 
an Atlantic grotto, various animal pelts, a grizzly bear and a 

pioneer’s outfitted cabin. A delicious lunch at the Gourmet Café 
topped off our delightful visit. 

 Unfortunately, time did not permit our sampling the 
cultural attractions: museums, galleries and theaters. There’s 
always next year!* 

A VERY SHORT VISIT TO HAMILTON, ONTARIO’S MARINE DISCOVERY CENTRE 
By Gloria Grenier, SSCA Vice Director, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 

Brian Reich, a marine biologist and Canadian Parks Ranger 
guides Gloria Grenier, SSCA Vice-Director of Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada through Hamilton’s Marine Discovery 

Centre. 

September Concerts Focus on Community 
By Tom Halbert 

 Sarasota and Bradenton were the first Florida cities to be recognized for participation in 
the 2006 “September Concert” that offered an opportunity for "people of all countries to fo-
cus on bringing their communities together” to reaffirm our hope for peace through music on 
September 11th.   

 Sister Cities International along with the Sarasota Sister Cities Association (SSCA) 
partnered with The September Concert Foundation to host events in 2006 to commemorate 

both September 11th and the 50th Anniversary of the 
founding of the Sister Cities program by President Dwight 
Eisenhower. 

  Former SSCA president, Hope Byrnes facilitated 
several concerts that featured the Florida West Coast 
Symphony presenting Messiaen’s “Quartet for the End of 
Time” at Holly Hall in the Beatrice Friedman Symphony 
Center in Sarasota and for the school systems of Sara-
sota and Bradenton, led by the K-12 music educators at 
selected schools. Of special note was the performance at 
Bayshore High School in Bradenton by the student vocal 
chorus who sang in 

“Please turn to “Concert,” on page 9. 

Guitar artists Sid Krupkin (L) and Jeff 
Rosenthal perform "Get Together,"  
and  "Imagine," among others pieces, 
on the Doug Mills radio show, WIBQ in 
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Below, l-r, Garry Jameson and Mrs. Jameson, 
Dunfermline Press Group; Billy Robinson, Sara-
sota Auditor and Clerk; Susan Hughes, Dunferm-
line City Centre Manager; Bill McIntosh, presi-
dent, Lauder College; Margaret McIntosh; Scot-
tish King (deceased), Robert the Bruce; 
(kneeling) Gerald McMullan; Mary Anne Ser-
vian, Sarasota city commissioner; Rob Servian, 
Jeanette McMullan. See next issue of “Bridges” 
for more about their visit.  

Ciao Down in Treviso! 

It’s Just Minutes Away 
By Tom Halbert 

 

T reviso, our Italian sister city, is closer 
than you may think.  And, you can 
dine with a panoramic view of the al-
pine foothills community of Asolo in 

Treviso Province or enjoy lunch al fresco with-
out having to sit hours in cattle- class coach to 
get there. Thanks to the folks at the John and 
Mable Ringling Museum of Art, Sarasota now 
has an elegant restaurant named for the Italian 
province in which Asolo is located.  Asolo, It-
aly and the Ringling Museum have a special 
connection.  The Ringling’s 18th-century be-
loved historic theater, fully restored and now 
open in the new Visitors Pavilion, came to 
Sarasota from this hillside town.  

  Treviso!, named after our sister city 
relationship with Treviso Province in Northern 
Italy, serves lunch from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., Monday  through Sunday. Patrons have 
the option of dining inside under a lengthy 
mural of the town of Asolo or on a patio over-
looking Ringling Museum’s pristine grounds.  
Treviso! plans to begin evening dinner service 
in October. The classically elegant restaurant 
is popular with both Ringling Museum guests 
and those who just want to enjoy eating out at 
a beautiful location.  A museum admission 
ticket is not necessary to partake of Treviso!’s 
culinary delights.  You can also view new films 
in the historic Asolo Theater, including a short 
film on the history of the historic Asolo and 
story of John and Mable Ringling, for just a $5 
ticket.  

  The addition of the restaurant Treviso! 
truly adds to what is already a strong liaison 
between The Ringling Museum and Sarasota 
Sister Cities Association and, as a result, offers 
a glimpse of the northeastern region of Italy’s 
rich culture right here in Sarasota. For reser-
vations call: 941-360-7390. * 

KEY NOTES 
 

Carla Rayman, SSCA VP of 
Business and Economic De-
velopment, has been ap-
pointed to the executive board of the 
Greater Sarasota Chamber of Com-
merce International Business Council.  
Carla will be responsible for incoming 
and outgoing business delegations. 

Tel Mond resident, Avi Eliyahu has 
been named the new Executive Direc-
tor at Machnas, Tel Mond’s Cultural 
Center. We look forward to meeting 
him. Avi succeeds Moshe Babel–Pour 
who has visited Sarasota many times 
and coordinated many programs be-
tween our communities.  Moshe was 
selected to become a  Sheliach, a rep-
resentative of the state of  Israel 
in  the community of Tucson, Ari-
zona.  Congratulations to both of them 
on their new positions. 

Sarasota Delegation September Visit to 
Dunfermline “Outstanding Success”  Says 

Gerald McMullan, Dunfermline Twinning 
Chair and City Councillor 
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T he 50th Anniversary Sister Cities Inter-
national Convention, held July 13-15, 

2006, began on a strong note as Washing-
ton, DC mayor Anthony Williams welcomed 
delegates to the city on the Potomac.  He 
presented an enthusiastic endorsement of 
Sister Cities, having just added four new sis-
ter cities under the District of Columbia um-
brella in the past year and a total of nine new 
friendship agreements in the last eight years.  
 Recognizing the value of Sister Cities 
programs, he noted that “friendship and trust 
is the foundation of all relationships” and 
“Sister Cities is an excellent way to involve 
youth and neighborhoods.” Sister Cities alli-
ances “help promote the city throughout the 
globe, bringing visitors and generating tax 
revenue and foreign investment.” 
 Mayor Williams acknowledged comments 
of Mitchell Moss, professor of urban planning 
and policy at New York University, who be-
lieves “Sister Cities relationships encourage 
public officials to build ties between nations 
at the community level rather than the na-
tional level,” and “allows people who manage 
cities and are responsible for guiding growth 
of cities to work together without bureau-
cratic barriers.” 
 Mayor Ronald Loveridge of Riverside, 
California led a forum with the theme “cities 
are where the work of the world gets done.”  
Sister City relationships provide an advan-
tage in this era of global competition, he 
said.  “The 21st Century will be a century of 
regions” where: 
1. Cities compete – with winners and losers. 
2. The concept of regional marketplaces will 
drive global competition. 
3. No. 1 Rule – Don’t build walls. 
4. We must survive in a global economy 
where it is possible to buy anything at any-
time. 
5. We must be the best in the world. 

The Delegates 
 SSCA delegates to the 50th SCI Con-

ference were Dr. Carolyn Bloomer, Vice 
President Cultural Affairs – voting dele-
gate; Laura Flesch, City Director for Vladi-
mir, Russia – delegate; John Freeman, 
Young Professional Group Liaison - dele-
gate; John T. (Tom) Halbert, Vice Presi-
dent for Communication – voting delegate; 
Gayle Maxey, Luncheon Chair – delegate; 
Susan Moir, City Director for Dunfermline, 
Scotland – voting delegate; Billy E. Robin-
son, City of Sarasota Auditor & Clerk – 
voting delegate. 
 SSCA also sent a delegation to the Citi-
zen Diplomacy Conference,  held in conjunc-
tion with the SCI convention, which included 
Susan Moir and Dorothy Watson, Africa 
Candidate City Committee.  
(See upcoming issue of “Bridges” for Ms. 
Moir’s report.) Our delegate to the Youth Ex-
change & Study Program was Daniel Pre-
iss, of Sarasota’s Riverview High School. 
Selected Highlights of the SCI Convention 

Sessions 
 Gallup pollster, Warren Wright com-
pared the purpose of the Gallup poll with Sis-
ter Cities programs saying the primary pur-
pose of both is to provide “a way for people 
to be heard.”  The theme of his remarks sug-
gested citizen diplomacy should be at the 
very heart of our foreign policy. 
 He commended Sister Cities pro-
grams for demonstrating there are no obsta-
cles, only opportunities, to bridge cultural 
and religious barriers that dominate interna-
tional relationships today.  In his view, Sister 
Cities programs promote mutual respect and 
provide an alternative way toward world 
peace, using citizens to get the work of the 
world done.  Sister Cities members need to 
get vocal and cultivate the science of human 
relations, he said.  Being a silent moderate 
does not work in a world where extremism 
drives the agenda.  Wright challenged dele-
gates to step 
forward to 

SSCA Delegation Report Highlights SCI 50th Anniver-
sary Convention 

Please turn to “SCI,” on page 10. 
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My Tel Mond Visit 
By: Vincent Giura, SSCA CYD board member  

 Once I had arrived in Israel on June 13th 
as part of my two-week Young Ambassador Mis-
sion trip I knew I was just starting one of the best 
trips that a person can imagine. The Young Am-
bassador Mission trip is a program where ap-
proximately 10 Jewish teenagers from grades 10-
11 are given the opportunity to learn everything 
that is relevant to life in Israel today, so that upon 
their return, they will be able to speak from their 
heart of their once- in-a-lifetime experience.  

 Our two-week trip in Israel consisted of 
visiting important cities such as Tel Aviv, Jerusa-
lem, the Negev Desert, and the Golan Heights 
area. However, our last three days in Israel we 
stayed in our beautiful sister city of Tel Mond, 
where we were gladly received by host families 
who housed us for 3 days. When I first met my 
host family, Gal Ofer and the rest of his family, it 
was awkward because I was with strangers who 
knew very little English. However, the awkward-
ness went away as soon as I felt that they were 
very glad to have me and made me feel right at 
home. Also, the fact that they had three ATV’s 
(4-wheelers) made the experience a little less 
awkward as Gal and I drove around Tel Mond on 
them as he showed me the town. 

After seeing the entire town I could see 
why Tel Mond is our Sister City. Tel Mond, like 
Israel, is a multicultural society (Citizens are 
from other Arab countries, South Africa, and 
even Russia).  They are a very culturally engaged 
town, with  art, museums, centers for teens to 
dance and sing  (such as their equivalent to a 

JCC, the Matnas center), and are small in size 
compared to other cities in their country, all 
qualities that Sarasota holds as well. After my 
first night in Tel Mond, I had already gone 4-
wheeling, out to dinner at a nice restaurant with 
my entire host family who was celebrating a re-
cent birthday, and to the evening function, a Sara-
sota/Tel-Mond party welcoming us to their city. 
At this function we had a chance to socialize with 
approximately 45 teens from the city of Tel 
Mond. 

Also, while I was in Tel Mond I had an 
opportunity to meet up with an old friend, Nitzan 
Barak, one of the FST (Florida Studio Theater) 
Playwright winner’s that I had spent time with 
while she was in Sarasota around May. I ate 
breakfast with her family and my host family’s 
son, Gal,  the day before we left and we had a 
chance to catch-up and talk to each other. We 
also met Mayor Ratzabi, visited the Tel Mond 
Museum (where we learned that it was Lord 
Mond who helped found Tel Mond and we also 
learned of a more in-depth history of Tel Mond 
here), and our group was led by Meidon in Tel 
Mond who was on leave from the Navy and as a 
child took part in the video camp at Sarasota 
High School. 

While in Tel Mond for three days we vis-
ited and shopped in the city of Haifa, went to the 
beach at Netanya, and took a tour of the Atlit De-
tention Camp. This detention camp was set up for 
the illegal Jewish immigrants who desired to 
reach the land Eretz Israel during the British 
Mandate. Many of these immigrants found them-
selves in the situation they had found themselves 

Teens from Sarasota and Tel Mond gather across the street 
from the matnas(JCC) before heading  back to Tel Aviv.  

Please turn to “My Trip,” on page 8. 

At left,  
from left to 
right, Gal 
Ofer, Nit-
zan Barak's 
nephew, 
Nitzan 
Barak, and 
Vincent 
Giura. Tel 
Mond, 
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in during the 
Holocaust that they managed to flee from. This 
situation was the fact that they had to sleep in 
barracks surrounded by high barbwire fences and 
look-out posts, and go into the huge group show-
ers identical to the ones in concentration camps in 
Germany leaving these “illegal” immigrants with 
a dissatisfied feeling. However, the feeling the 
British couldn’t take away was the fact that these 
immigrants had finally made it to the land of Is-
rael. 

Looking back on my whole trip, Tel 
Mond was a great last stop because there were no 
more hotels, just some down-to-earth  people that 
made you feel like you were at home and were so 
happy that  a group of teenagers from their sister 

city in the U.S. was visiting. Sarasota Sister Cit-
ies Association does many exchanges with Tel 
Mond, bringing over to Sarasota their famous 
singers, dancers, and their playwright winners; 
however, we don’t have those kinds of groups, so 
this was really the first time a group of teens has 
been sent from Sarasota to Tel Mond. 

Israel is one of the most unique countries. 
It’s the only place that in a two hour drive a per-
son is able to either go to a desert, a city on the 
water, the mountains, or visit some historic land-
marks. I’m glad that I was given the opportunity 
to travel there. I plan on going back soon, and 
anybody that hasn’t gone yet needs to find a way 
to go and visit their sister city and the rest of the 
great cities of Israel.* 

My Trip, cont’d from page 7.  

Carnegie Foundation 
Scholar, Scott Sin-

clair, visits Sarasota 
from Dunfermline, Scot-

land. Photo at left,  l-r, Dr. 
John French of USF, Scott, 

and Roberta Somach, SSCA 
member and hostess for 

Scott’s farewell dinner at her 
home. Photo at right, from l-r, 

Scott, Susan Moir, SSCA 

Open Letter to Tel Mond 
September 5, 2006 
Mayor Shlomo Ratzabi, Mayor Tel Mond 
City Hall , 52 Hadekel Street 
Tel Mond , Israel 40600 
Dear Mayor Ratzabi, 

Shalom.  As the New Year, 5768, in the Hebrew calendar approaches, please let us con-
vey our best wishes.   May it be a year of peace and prosperity for you, your family, and the citi-
zens of Tel Mond, Israel, as well as all people around the world. 

The citizens of Sarasota have formed significant ties of friendship with you and the citi-
zens of Tel Mond through the various Sister City programs, exchanges and visits between our 
communities.   It would be our prayer that these efforts will continue without end. 

The Jewish New Year is one of hope and renewal.   May it signal the beginning of an era 
of peace in the Middle East and tranquility for you, your citizens and the entire State of Israel.  

Shanah Tovah  
Warmest Personal Regards, 
Fredd G. Adkins, Mayor of Sarasota 
William Wallace, President Sarasota Sister Cities 
Linda Rosenbluth, City Director Tel Mond  



9 

 The Sarasota International Design Summit, hosted by the Ringling School of Art & Design, will 
explore design's transformational impact on people, places and products. Business, design, and community leaders will learn how organi-
zations around the globe are integrating design and innovation strategies to create powerful emotional connections with their customers 
and greater return on investment.  The event will be held at the Ritz Carlton on October 9-11, 2006.   For registration and details, go 
to http://www.sarasotadesignsummit.com/.  

 Sarasota Sister Cities Association co-sponsored the Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce International Busi-
ness Council's first breakfast meeting on August 29, 2006.  The International Business Council was designed to educate and inform 
the business community about activities in international business; provide opportunities for people interested in international business to 
connect; expand international relationships and exchanges; and to create more jobs, income, tax revenue, and economic benefits for the 
greater Sarasota region.  The breakfast was sold out with standing room only.  For more information on the International Business 
Council, call Carla Rayman at (941) 724-0519 or email Carla at Carla@CarlaRayman.com 

 According to the promotional material, The Tampa Bay China Expo -- The Greater Shanghai Mission 2006, organized 
by the Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Tampa Bay "is aimed at establishing long term business and cultural relationships between 
the Tampa Bay area and the greater Shanghai region.  A delegation of nearly 100 Chinese dignitaries, including government officials 
and business representatives from Shanghai, Taicang, Yangzhou, Shaoxing, and Fengxian involved in international trade, high technology, 
manufacturing, agricultural processing, construction, medical technology, and the travel industry will be present."   For details see the 
web-site http://ccctp.com/.   

 The Sun Coast Industry Expo will be held at the Sarasota Bradenton International Convention Center on Wednesday, 
November 8, 2006.   Registration for a booth at this manufacturer's expo is $250 and includes unlimited complimentary admission 
passes for exhibitors' guests as well as a listing in the expo directory.  For more information, visit http://www.mfgcapabilities.com/ 
or contact Carla Rayman at carla@carlarayman.com. 

bits o’ business 
Submitted by Carla Rayman, SSCA VP Resources and Economic Develop-

four corners of the campus to honor the victims of the four 
aircraft lost on that tragic day.  

  SSCA member, Sid Krupkin also created a "September Concert" live on WIBQ 1220 
AM radio on Sept. 11th.  Additional commemorative performances were held at the Ken-
sington Nursing Home by a local senior singing group, "The Funtastics", and at Zio’s Italian 
Restaurant in Bradenton by jazz artist, Tom Barrett. 

 A nationwide sing-along was conducted at 2 pm EDT with a universal singing of "All 
You Need is Love," by John Lennon, first performed by The Beatles on Our World, the first-
ever live, global, television link on June 25, 1967. This well-known song was selected to 
demonstrate the power of music to bring people together, Byrnes said.  

“Concerts,” cont’d from page 4. 

Far left, students perform on Bayshore High School campus, center, The “Funtastics” perform for fellow 
seniors, and, far  right, SSCA president Bill Wallace and Sarasota city commissioner, Lou Ann Palmer sa-
lute the flag at the September 11th concert at Holly Hall in the Beatrice Friedman Symphony Center in 
Sarasota.  
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meet President Ei-
senhower’s directive to  “cultivate the service 
of human relationships.” 
 Citizen Diplomacy speaker John 
Duffy used an imaginary meeting with Presi-
dent Eisenhower to describe how well Eisen-
hower’s visionary citizen diplomacy initiatives 
have worked the past 50 years.  Duffy said 
he would be pleased to learn how well con-
versations between individuals of different 
cultural backgrounds can change our lives.  
Duffy envisioned that “Ike” would be sur-
prised with today’s globalization, the success 
of the World Bank, Whole Foods, Starbucks, 
Lap Tops & Google.   He said three key 
words would arise from this conversation – 
identity, understanding and respect. Identity 
is not who we are  but what we want to be, 
that matters in today’s world. Understanding 
and respect are the positive by-products of 
Sister Cities programs and people-to-people 
relationships, he said. 
SCI Storming Capitol Hill Legislative Ini-

tiative 
 The SCI legislative staff arranged 56 
delegation meetings with senators or their 
staff and 128 meetings with congressional 
members or their staff to seek sponsorship 
for a 2007 SCI legislative initiative to support 
public diplomacy outreach.  SSCA delegates 
participated in two of these meetings. Caro-
lyn Bloomer served as delegation leader for 
the Capitol Hill Advocacy presentation to 
Florida senator Mel Martinez in his office. 
Others in this delegation were Earnest Wil-
liams, St. Petersburg; Carol Hoffman, Lake-
land; and Myrtle Sachs, Clearwater.  John T. 
(Tom) Halbert served as delegation leader 
for the Capitol Hill Advocacy presentation to 
Ashley Stow, foreign policy legislative assis-
tant to Florida District 13 representative 
Katherine Harris. Others in this SSCA dele-
gation included Laura Flesch, Susan Moir, 
Gayle Maxey, Riverview High School Youth 
delegate, Daniel Preiss, and Ronald Gossett, 
president of the Greater Muskegon Area Sis-
ter Cities in Michigan, who was a SSCA 
member in the past and resides in Sarasota 

in-season. 
Florida Delegates Breakfast Meeting 

 The Florida delegates hosted more than 
50 attendees at an impromptu breakfast 
meeting to discuss the 2007 SCI Convention 
to be held in Ft. Lauderdale, July 18-21.  
Other key items discussed  were (1) Florida 
does not have a state coordinator to work 
with SCI and interested candidates are 
needed, and (2) the need to get youth more 
involved in the Sister Cities program. 

Importance of “Soft Power” 
 Dina Habib Powell, an Egyptian-born 
American who now serves as Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Educational and Cultural 
Affairs in the White House  called attention to 
the term “soft power” employed by author 
Joseph Nye in his book The Paradox of 
American Power,  that she says “is the White 
House guide.” Secretary Powell asked “What 
must the United States do to remain the 
global superpower and stop alienating the 
rest of the world?”  She said the White 
House has embraced author Nye’s “soft 
power” idea as one clear answer.  Coined by 
Nye in the late 1980s, the term is now used 
frequently--and often incorrectly--by political 
leaders, editorial writers, and academics 
around the world. 
 Powell described soft power as the ability 
to attract and persuade.  Hard power, the 
ability to coerce, grows out of a country's 
military or economic might.  Soft power 
arises from the attractiveness of a country's 
culture, political ideals, and policies. Hard 
power remains crucial in a world of states 
trying to guard their independence and of 
non-state groups willing to turn to violence. It 
forms the core of the Bush administration's 
new national security strategy. 
 But,  according to Nye, the neo-
conservatives who advise the president are 
making a major miscalculation. They focus 
too heavily on using America's military power 
to force other nations to do our will, and they 
pay too little heed to our soft power. It is soft 
power that will help prevent terrorists from 

SCI, cont’d from page 6.  



11 

courses in 
Asia.  

“Mutually beneficial economic ex-
changes are powerful and effective avenues 
for forging lasting friendship, understanding 
and cooperation,” commented Dr. Edward 
Lin, CEO of Ingenious Technologies Corp. 
and President of the Gulfcoast Chinese 
American Association. 

Dr. Lin, who is also chair of the Tech-
nology Transfer Committee, noted that the 
Xiamen area is ripe for investments and 
technology transfer. “There are a good num-
ber of high-tech companies in the Sarasota 
area, and we have a rich array of leading 
edge technologies in multiple industries 
available for licensing, including, telecommu-
nications, automotive safety, medical and 
consumer products,” he said.  “We look for-
ward to exploring development opportunities 
with companies in Xiamen.” 

Lin’s enthusiasm is echoed by John 
Freeman, a financial advisor with Citigroup 
Smith Barney and a member of SSCA’s 
Business Development Committee.  In early 
September Freeman attended Xiamen’s 10th 
Annual China International Trade and Invest-
ment Fair (CIFIT), and met with Siming offi-
cials.  “After having spent a week in Xiamen 
with local government and business officials, 
I can confidently say that Siming is ‘open for 
business’ with the Sarasota business com-
munity, and enthusiastic about developing 
business contacts and discussing opportuni-
ties,” Freeman said. 

The new relationship with Siming is 
sponsored by two local community organiza-
tions – the Gulfcoast Chinese American As-
sociation (GCAA) and the Sarasota Chapter 
of the US -China People’s Friendship Asso-
ciation (USCPFA).   

Duane Finger, president of the 
USCPFA Sarasota Chapter and a member of 
the original Sarasota Sister Cities Associa-
tion China Exploratory Committee, formed in 
2002, points out that Fujian Province is the 
ancestral home of the vast majority of over-

seas Chinese throughout the world.  “This is 
true of the majority of Chinese restaurant 
owners in Sarasota, among others,” he said, 
“which gives special support to genealogy 
research between our two communities.” 
 "Sarasota is really fortunate to be able to 
move forward in a sister city relationship with 
one of the most vibrant, clean, and beautiful 
cities in China,” Dr. Bloomer said.  “We look 
forward to a cornucopia of rewarding ex-
changes in the months and years to come."  
She is planning a delegation from Sarasota 
to Siming in late May or early June 2007.  
 Dr. Bloomer, a cultural anthropologist, 
will become SSCA’s city director for Siming 
District (Xiamen).  The current Siming work-
ing committee includes Vice City Director Dr. 
Lin, Finger, Freeman, Jill Dye, Vice Presi-
dent of USCPFA-Sarasota and Director of 
USCPFA’s national Friendship Through the 
Arts; Burton Wolfe and Lawrence Wong, 
Players Theater; Daniel Pinkowski, martial 
arts exchange expert, and Dr. Liu Hongying, 
China point person and translation resource.  
The committee will expand as exchange op-
portunities and ideas develop.  

SSCA members who are interested in 
helping to develop this Sister City relation-
ship, and/or joining next spring’s delegation 

“Siming,” cont’d from page 1.  Couldn’t make it to see the SSCA 
presentations  

to the Sarasota city commission on July 5th and 
September 18th?  Well, you can still watch the entire 
proceedings via the City of Sarasota web site.   
 To view the Sarasota city commission 
regular meeting held on July 5, 2006, place the bold 
face web address below in your browser.  
 http://sarasota.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?
view_id=2&clip_id=62&meta_id=9882 
 To view the final discussion on the 
proposal by city commission at the regular meeting 
on September 18, 2006, place the bold face web 
address below in your browser.  The city 
commission unanimously approved adoption of  
Siming District, Xiamen, China as Sarasota’s 
seventh sister city, after a presentation by  Dr. 
Bloomer and SSCA president Bill Wallace. 
http://sarasota.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?
view_id=2&clip_id=115&meta_id=19365 
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events of interest 
Liberia has been one of the nations SSCA has explored to establish relations with an Afri-
can sister city. Dorothy Watson, a long time member of Sarasota Sister Cities Association 
and president of the Sarasota-Manatee chapter of the United Nations Association USA, has 
extended an invitation to SSCA members for four events tied to the UNA-USA international 
outreach program “to adopt a school in Liberia.” 

I.  Thursday, September 28th, 11:30 am 
Featured Brock Hotaling, an American from Liberia, discussing "Why Liberia." The luncheon was 

held at the University Club, on Main Street in Sarasota.  
II. United Nations Day Celebrations, October 24th, 11:30 a.m.  

Luncheon: Prof. Jerry Pubantz, "The New UN" 
Liberian Film and Project Up-Date Michael's on East 

III. UNA Young Professionals' Model UN Simulation, October 24th, 5:00 p.m. 
Sudakoff Hall, New College, Sarasota. Professor Pubantz also participating. 

IV. Monday, October, 30th.  A Sarasota Musical Experience  

ap-
proved its group sponsorship of Perpignan 
and will become an Alliance Member of 
SSCA.  Harry’s committee has been meeting 
weekly, energizing this relationship.  Eva 
Frank and Mariano Va, have been to Perpig-
nan this summer to explore future ex-
changes.  We’ve sent an invitation to bring a 
delegation from Perpignan here next March. 

  The  Tel Mond committee, chaired by 
Linda Rosenbluth and vice-chair Betty 
Greenspan, tells us that a final decision re-
garding the trip to Israel scheduled for next 
March will be withheld until the Tel Mond 
committee meets in October. 

 The  Treviso committee, chaired by 
Mirco Chiodi and vice-chair Bruno Pasquali,   
await a response to its invitation to join 
SSCA in February for the official “signing 
ceremony.”  Meanwhile, the committee is 
busy meeting with officials of the Ringling 
Museum to arrange the special cocktail 
party, evening’s entertainment in the newly 
renovated Asolo Theatre, and dinner finale.  

Interestingly, The Ringling has named its 
lovely new restaurant, “The Treviso.” (See 
story on page  5 for information on the new 
Treviso Restaurant.) 

   The Vladimir committee, chaired by Laura 
Flesch and vice-chair Yelena Bychkovskikh, 
informs us that a delegation from Vladimir, 
headed by Mayor Rybakov, will be with us 
the last week in January, 2007.  Mayor Ad-
kins and City Manager Michael McNees 
have been alerted, as our Russian friends 
are much interested in exploring the inner-
workings of Sarasota’s government.  

   Finally, and financially, SSCA closed a 
strong year in 2005-6.  However, because of 
our extensive schedule of exchanges, we 
will have, for the first time, exhausted the 
annual funds provided by the city to host offi-
cial guests from our sister cities.  I will report 
to the city commission in October on this 
past year and our plans for 2006-7.  

Best,  Bill 

President’s Message, cont’d from page 3. 

Membership Meeting November 15th, to Feature Tel Mond 
Two Ambassadors are expected to speak.   

Eddie Fraiman, Sheliach,  – Israel’s Special 2006/7 Ambassador to Sarasota, topic:  “An Insiders 
View of Tel Mond’s History, People, Government, and Politics” 
Vince Giura, SSCA CYD board member and Sarasota’s Youth Ambassador to Israel, topic:”An 
Outsider’s View. Visiting Israel and Our Sister City, Tel Mond.”   


